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MetroGIS Priority Business Information Needs (See http://www.metrogis.org/data/index.shtml for

complete information about each of MetroGIS’s common information needs.)
(1) Regional Planned (Future) Land Use Dataset
On April 10, the Policy Board endorsed the policies that govern this regional dataset, completing a
process that began nearly five years ago during the summer of 1997 with a pilot project funded by
MetroGIS and managed by the I-35W Coalition. On May 23, MetroGIS co-hosted with the MnAPA,
Sensible Land Use Coalition, I-35W Corridor Coalition and the Metropolitan Council a launch forum
for this new regional dataset. A summary of the forum is being prepared and will be posted on the
MetroGIS web site at http://www.metrogis.org/data/datasets/planned land use/index.shtml#history.
(2) Regional Parcel Dataset
e Public Sector/Academic Version: The “second generation” data sharing agreements were executed
by all seven counties and the Metropolitan Council in March. These agreements authorize the
Council to assemble and distribute parcel data produced by the counties qualifying government and
academic interests. Distribution of the data began in April in conjunction with the MetroGIS
DataFinder Café beta testing to licensed interests. See
http://www.metrogis.org/data/datasets/parcels/order_info_public/index.shtml for the licensing
procedures. Negotiations are in progress with Hennepin County to utilize licensing procedures that
have been agreed upon by the other six metro area counties.

e  Non-Profit and Private Sector Version: The agreement between the seven counties and the Council
that authorized assembly and distribution of parcel data to non-profits and for-profits expired in
May 2002. See Agenda Item Sc for information about next steps.

(3) Socioeconomic Characteristics of Areas. A Census Data Usability Workgroup was formed at the
December 13, 2001 meeting of the Coordinating Committee to look at options for improving access,
including a one-time download and formatting of census data. The members include Will Craig (U of
M), Mark VanderSchaaf (St. Paul), Jane Harper (Washington County), and Gary Swenson (Anoka
County). The workgroup met on April 23 with several members of the Metropolitan Council’s research
staff and agreed to work together on this common need. The expanded group is scheduled to meet
again in June 11.
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(4) 2000 Census Geography. The 2000 regional dataset should be available in July 2002. This dataset will
contain 2000 census geography that aligns with the endorsed street centerline dataset and county-
produced parcel boundaries where the census geography is coterminous with those data. Like the 1990
version, the 2000 data will be available free of charge via MetroGIS DataFinder.

(5) Lakes, Wetlands, etc. Paul Hanson of the Metropolitan Council’s GIS staff and member of the
MetroGIS Technical Support Team serves as the MetroGIS liaison role on the Governor’s Council on
Geographic Information (GCGI) Hydrology Committee. MetroGIS’s work plan assumes that the state’s
solution may also serve the metro region. Desired data specifications were identified by participants at
the October 29, 1999 Information Needs Workshop which included MetroGIS representation. (Refer to
the Information Final Workshop Documents at
http://www.metrogis.org/data/info_needs/lakes wetlands/turnaround.pdf.). A recommendation to the
GCGI from the Committee is expected shortly.

(6) Highways and Roads. Preliminary planning for the Peer Review Forum was initiated on May 30. Mike
Dolbow and David Vessel of the Council’s GIS and Transportation Planning staff have agreed to staff
the effort. The Peer Review is tentatively planned for September. Tasks in progress involve
researching the information received from the user community in 1996 and seeking out 2-3 more
individuals to assist with preparation for the Peer Review Forum.

(7)Existing Land Use. On May 23, as a part of the launch forum for the regional planned land use dataset,

staff announced that a Peer Review Forum for a Regional Existing Land Use initiative is tentatively
scheduled for fall 2002. See Agenda Item Se for more information.

GCGI’s LRM Committee — Progress with Statewide Parcel Dataset

The Land Records Modernization (LRM) Committee of the Governors Council on Geographic Information
(GCGI) has been delegated the task of investigating a statewide parcel dataset solution. Several individuals
on the LRM Committee are also active in MetroGIS’s activities: David Arbeit, Will Craig, David Claypool,
and Randall Johnson. Johnson is also a member of the Parcel Data Policy Vision workgroup. The LRM
and vision workgroup have met on four occasions in 2002. A draft vision has been agreed upon and will be
incorporated into an I-Team Plan for the state. This Plan will include vision statements for all seven NDSI
Framework data themes (parcels or cadastral data being one of the seven), plus soils. The goal is to submit
the I-Plan to the federal OMB this fall.

MnAPA State Conference — September 11-13

MnAPA agreed to co-host with MetroGIS the May 23 Regional Planned Land Use Dataset Launch Forum.
While preparing for the forum, MnAPA invited was make a presentation in conjunction with the [-35W
Corridor Coalition at this state conference regarding the recently completed Regional Planned Land Use
dataset. (See http://www.metrogis.org/data/datasets/planned land_use/index.shtml for information about
this dataset.) Paul Hanson, GIS Specialist-Metropolitan Council, will present on behalf of MetroGIS.

GIS/LIS State Conference — October 2-4

Alison Slaats, Manager of MetroGIS DataFinder and technical manager for development of MetroGIS’s
DataFinder Café and Mark Kotz, GIS Database Manager for the Metropolitan Council submitted a
presentation proposal to share key aspects of MetroGIS DataFinder Café, MetroGIS’s state-of-the-art
application for customized viewing and downloading geospatial data.

2002 URISA National Conference — October 26-30, Chicago, IL

Two presentation proposals related to MetroGIS’s activities have been accepted. The first is for a panel
presentation entitled “Lessons from Practice: Organizational Aspects of Data Sharing”. The second will
focus on the new state of the art data distribution capabilities of DataFinder. The “Lessons from Practice”
presentation is also the subject for MetroGIS’s presentation at the Global Spatial Data Infrastructure
(GSDI) Conference in Hungary, September 16-19. Dr. Francis Harvey, U of M Geography Department, has
agreed to present MetroGIS’s paper.
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2002 Excellence in Government National Conference — July 15-17, Washington D.C.

The MetroGIS Staff Coordinator has accepted an invitation to participate on panel entitled “Ramifications
of Data Sharing. The other panelists are Ronald Matzner, I-Team Coordinator and Katherine Wallman,
Chief Statistician, Office of Management and Budget.

Excerpt from the abstract: Sharing data among government agencies at every level can enhance efficiency and
the quality of information available for research and policy efforts. But there are major obstacles facing modern
intergovernmental and interagency data sharing. This session will highlight the current state-of-play regarding
government data sharing, and explore options to overcome the roadblocks to doing it right. Participants will
come away with not only the knowledge of why data sharing is critical for every aspect of government work, but
also creative and effective ways to get the job done.

Statewide Shoreline Parcel Mapping Project

Counties would receive a $5/parcel incentive to create digital maps of lakeshore under a recent proposal
submitted to LCMR (Legislative Commission on Legislative Resources); mapping costs generally run $12-
$25/parcel. Lakeshore parcels are among the most daunting to locate correctly and addressing this issue
will clear the way for many counties to move into county-wide parcel mapping. Counties with existing
maps can apply for grant funds to improve those maps, making them more useful for lakeshore
management. This proposal was developed by Will Craig at the University of Minnesota and would be
administered by the Board of Soil and Water Resources (BWSR) as a complement to their Local Water
Planning program. It has passed the first hurdle and is scheduled for a hearing on June 12.

Pending GCGI Guidebook - Making the Most of Geospatial Data Exchange: A Guide for Data
Distribution
See the article that was published in the Spring 2002 GIS/LIS Newsletter.

Application to URISA for ESIG Award

MetroGIS submitted an application on May 30™. It is posted on MetroGIS’s web site at
http://www.metrogis.org/esig_2002.pdf. The winners are expected to be announced in July. LMIC also
submitted an application for the Minnesota GeoGateway system.

Outreach efforts

Beyond the Metro Area (in addition to conferences): Primarily in conjunction with the Staff Coordinator’s
involvement in the GCGI’s initiative to devise a statewide parcel data policy, contacts to share geodata
lessons and needs have been established with Chisago, Goodhue, and Wright County staff as well as the
ARDC (Duluth) staff. These coordination opportunities will continue to be fostered in accordance with
MetroGIS’s outreach plan. Alison Slaats, MetroGIS DataFinder Project Manager, also participated with
LMIC staff in a forum hosted by Goodhue County to explore data distribution options for which LMIC and
MetroGIS have expertise. The Staff Coordinator also participated in a study being conducted by Dr. Francis
Harvey with U of M Geography Department, which is seeking to better understand data sharing initiatives.

Metro Area: The City of St. Paul is considering use of MetroGIS DataFinder Café to serve its internal and
external data distribution needs. MnAPA, the Sensible Land Use Coalition and [-35W Coalition agreed to
co-host the May 23 launch forum for MetroGIS Regional Planned Land Use dataset. During the recent
interviews of county staff concerning the eCommerce scoping study, MetroGIS staff had an opportunity to
inform county staff not generally involved in GIS matters about MetroGIS’s objectives and
accomplishments. Three testimonials to the benefits of MetroGIS have been posted at
http://www.metrogis.org/benefits/testimonials/index.shtml.

OGC Critical Infrastructure Protection Initiative (CIPI)

MetroGIS staff accepted an invitation, on behalf of MetroGIS, to participate in the policy setting and testing
— to the extent practical — of systems to enhance the interoperability to “detect, prepare, respond, and
recover from threats to our communities’ critical infrastructure systems".



