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Meeting Summary 
MetroGIS Technical Advisory Team 

Centennial Office Building – Room 302 
June 9, 2005 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Basques called the meeting to order at 9:37 a.m., and then asked that everyone introduce him or 
herself.  Team members, staff, and visitors stated their names and organizations represented. 
 
Members Present: Bob Basques (City of St. Paul - Public Works), Dave Brandt (Washington County), 
Gordon Chinander (Metro 911 Board), Brad Rupert and Peter Henschel (Carver County), Dan Falbo 
(ESRI), Rick Gelbmann (Metropolitan Council), Susanne Maeder (LMIC), Jim Maxwell (The Lawrence 
Group), Curt Peterson (Ramsey County), Bart Richardson (MN DNR), Scott Simmer (Hennepin County), 
John Slusarczyk (Anoka County), Brian Huberty (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service), Tim Zimmerman 
(Hennepin County Community Health). 
  
Support Staff: Mike Dolbow, Mark Kotz, Steve Fester, Alison Slaats and Randall Johnson (MetroGIS 
Staff Coordinator) 
 
Visitors: Carla Coates (Ramsey County) and Mary Hagerman (Dakota County). 
 
2. ACCEPT AGENDA  
The agenda was accepted as submitted. 
 
3. ACCEPT MEETING SUMMARY 
The summary of the November 18, 2004 meeting was accepted. 
 
4. ITEMS REQUIRING ACTION OR DISCUSSION 
a) DataFinder Café Aging Issues 
Alison Slaats explained the aging issues that are facing the Café.  These problems stem primarily from the 
fact that the company who developed the Café is no longer in business.  This eliminates the possibility of 
future support for the Café.  It is possible that the Café will no longer work once its server is upgraded 
and a newer version of ArcIMS is deployed. 
 
Huberty commented that it would be nice to have OGC compliant WMS available from any new version 
of the Café. 
 
b) DataFinder Café User Survey 
Because of the problems with DataFinder Café, a survey of users of the Café was recently conducted to 
get input on the value of its various types of functionality.  Kotz summarized the results of the survey.  
The survey showed that many people use the Café to get quarterly updates of certain datasets.  Many of 
the comments received were not specific to the Café, but rather to DataFinder in general.  The survey also 
showed that users thought metadata are important. 
 
Johnson announced that there would be a call at the June 29 Coordinating Committee meeting to create a 
workgroup to propose upgrading the Café.  Basques suggested asking administrators what is important to 
them.  Huberty added that users are becoming more interested in using online resources to actually do 
some GIS analysis and querying, as opposed to just downloading the data.   
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5. PROJECT AND WORKGROUP REPORTS 
a) Coordinating Committee and Policy Board Updates 
Johnson briefly discussed the actions of the Coordinating Committee and Policy Board at their recent 
meetings. Full summaries of both meetings are available at http://www.metrogis.org/teams/cc/index.shtml 
and http://www.metrogis.org/teams/pb/index.shtml. 
 
b) E911 Address and Street Centerline Workgroup 
Dolbow summarized the E911 Address and Street Centerline vision that was presented to the Policy 
Board on April 20, 2005.  Discussion after his presentation included a comment from Curt Peterson 
regarding mileposts, noting that they would be useful to E911 response.  Dolbow agreed, noting that 
participation from Mn/DOT in the future would be extremely beneficial, and they would be the best 
source of that data.  Maxwell commented that he felt there was a lot of duplication of effort, and a lack of 
communication surrounding the project, evidenced by several independent meetings between TLG and 
various public agencies, including the Metropolitan 911 Board.  Dolbow apologized for any perceived 
lack of communication and ensured the group that avoiding duplication of effort was an overarching goal 
of the project.  Basques added a comment in regards to jurisdictional problems that would complicate the 
effort.  
 
c) Address Information Needs Workgroup 
Kotz summarized the vision endorsed by the Coordinating Committee and presented to the Policy Board 
at its April 20, 2005 meeting.  The vision calls for a regional point dataset comprising all occupiable units 
(residential and non-residential) within the seven-county Metropolitan Area. 
 
6. TECHNICAL PRESENTATIONS & DEMONSTRATIONS 
a) Demo of Geocortex Internet Mapping Framework 
Dave Brandt, Washington County GIS, provided a demonstration of Geocortex Internet Mapping 
Framework (IMF).  Geocortex IMF is an enterprise Internet mapping solution that provides a consistent 
interface for ArcIMS-based spatial web mapping from a variety of departments within an organization.  
The County evaluated several other products before deciding on Geocortex.  Brandt’s presentation slides 
can be viewed at http://www.metrogis.org/teams/ta/meetings/050609/geo.pdf. 
 
7. INFORMATION SHARING 
There was no discussion on the items contained in this section.  Members were encouraged to review this 
information on their own time. 
 
8. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be Thursday, November 17, 2005, from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at the Centennial Office 
Building (LMIC), 658 Cedar St., St. Paul, Room 302 
 
9. ADJOURN 
Basques adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m. 
 
 
Prepared by, 
MetroGIS Support Staff 
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